
Alabama Clerics 
Urge Law, Order 

•r llalffiolll N~w' s~rnce 

Blrmin1ham, Ala. Signing the statement were: 
Eleven Alabama religious Nolan B. Harmon. bishop of 

leaders issued a joint state· the North Alabama Conference 
mcnt here calling for "law and of The Me thodist Church: Paul 
order and common sense" Hardin bishop of the Alabama-
rathe r than ''inHammator,y" West Florida Conference o f 
speeches in dealing with the The Methodist Church ; Prates .. 
state's racial problems. tant Episcopal Bishop C. C . . 1. 

The statement, si~ncd b y Carpenter of Alabama: Protcs· 
Protestant, Romun Catholk, tant Episcopal Coadjutor 
Orthodox, and Jewish leade r:-;, Bishop George M. Murray of 
fo llowed an inaugural talk by Alabama ; Roman Catholic 
Gov. George C. Wallace who Auxiliary Bishop Joseph A. 
pledged to preserve ral'ial scg- Durick of Mobile -Birmingham; 
rcgation practices, saying •·s~g- The Rev. Earl Stallings, pas• 
regation now ••• .segregation tor o! Birmingham's F irs t Sap-
forever." tis t church; Rtt bb i Milton L. 

" We fee~ that tnnammatory Grafman, spiritual leader ot 
and rebellious statements can Birmin,...ham's Temple Emanu-
only lead to violence, discord, Et· Dr~ Edward V. Ramage. 
confusion, and disgrace for .our ~~crator of the Alabama 
beloved s~atc;• the reliatous Synod of tht P~esbyterian 
leaders satd. Church in the Umted States 

Court RuUn•• Seen (Southern) :. the Rev. Sotcrios 
D. Gouvelhs, pastor of Holy 
Trinity-Holy Cross Greek. Or• 
thodox church here; Rabbt Eu­
gene Blackschlegcr. Temple 
Beth·Ol-. Montgomery, Ala.; 
and J . T . Beale, secrctary-di· 
rector. Chris tian Churches ot 
Alabama. 

Defiance, they said, is not the 
solution to Alabama's desegre­
gation problems. 

" It is clear that a scric::; or 
court decisions may soon bring 
about the desegregation o! cer· 
tain schools and colleges in 
Alabama," their statement said . 

.. Many sincere people oppose 
this change and are deeply 
troubled by it. As Southerners. 
we understand this,'' they 
added. 
How~ver. they went on: 
•·Jt is understood that those 

who strongly oppose dcse~rc­
gation may frankly and fatrly 
pursue their convictions in the 
courts, and in the meantime 
should peacefully abide by the 
decisions of those same courts." 

Platform Outlined I 
The religious leaders out­

lined se\'en points to be con­
sidered by Alabamans: 

" 1. Th8t hatred and violence 
have no sanction in our re­
ligious and political traditio~ . 

•·2. That there may be dis­
agreement coneerning laws and 
social change without advocat­
ing defiance. anarchy, and sub­
version. 

"3. That laws may be tested 
in courts or changed by legis­
latures. but not ignored by 
whims of individuals. 

''4. That constitutions may 
be amended or judges in'l­
peached by proper action, but 
our American way of life de­
pends upon obedience to the 
decision o! courts or competent 
jurisdiction in the meantime. 

"5. That no pe rson's frec­
rfom is su!e unless evrry per­
son's freedom is equally pro­
tected. 

" 6. Thr:~t freedom of sprcch 
must at all costs be preserved 1 

and exercised, without !car of 
recrimination or harassment. 

"7. That every human be­
ing is created in the image of 
God and is en tit led to respect 
as a fellow human being with 
all basic ri.c;hls. pri\·ilcgc~. anrl 
responsibilities which belong to 
hwmmity ." 


