
Demonstrations Called 
'Unwise And Untimely' 

Church Leaders Say That Extreme 
Action By Negro Groups Should End 

Demonstrntions by Negro group~. now being conducted in Bir­
mi,~i"oam. an~ "unwise and untimely, " a group bl eight. Birmingham 
dnm~h'11en rlcclared l<ist night. 

Tl,ey ··~tror~g ly urged" the Birmingham Negrfl community to 
withdraw support from the demonstrations and "to unite locally 
in workillg pt'accfully for a better 
Rirmin:!ham." recent public events have given 

Til(' cighl, mtn are among those indication that we all have oppor­
who last .January made .. an ap- tunity for a new constructive and 
peal for law llnd order and com- realistic approach to racial prob­
rnon scn:-.c" in det~lin g with racial t!ems. 
problems in Alabama-. At. that time "However. we are now confront· 
they urged that court decisions in ed by a series of demonstrations 
racia l matters be "peacefully by some of our Negro citizens. 
obeyed ." directed and led in part by out· 

In their statement last night the siders. We nacognize the natural 
church leader~ said tha t "such ac· impatience of people who feel that 
lions as incite to hatred <JOd via· their hopes are slow in being re· 
lence. however technically peace- alized. But we are convinced that 
ful these actions may be. have not these demonstrations are unwise 
contributed to the resolution of our and untimely. 
local problems. We do not be· "We agree rather with certain 
lieve that these days o! new hope local Negro leadership which has 
a re days when exlreme measures called for honest and open negoti· 
are justified in Birmingham." at ions of racial issues in our area. 

Those s igning the statement And we believe this kind of rae· 
we re: ing or issues can best be accom-

C. C . • 1. Carpenter. D. D .. LL. plished by citizens of our town 
D .. Episcopal bishop of Alahama. ·metropo\itan area. white and Ne· 

Joseph A. Durick. D. D .. mtxili- 1 gro. meeting with their knowledge 
ary bishop. diocese of l\lohile· and experience of the loca l s itu· 
Birmingham. ' ation. All of use need to face that 

Hahhi l\·Iilton L. Grafman. Tern- respons ibility and find proper 
pic Emanu-El. Birming ham . channels for· it s accomplishnwnt. 

Bishop Paul Hardin. bishop of " ~lu~ t HS we form erJy pointed .... .. 
the Alaham;J-\\'cst F'lol'ida con- that " hat re<l and \' iole nce ha \'(~ 
fe rence of the Methodi st Chul'ch. no Si..lll<:tion in our reli ~ ious ami 

Bishop Nolan li. Harmon. bishop politica l tradilions." we also poirw 
of the North Al:.~bama conference out that such act ions as inci te to 
of the Methodist Church. hatred and \'iolencc. hO\\e\·er 

Geoq4e 1\1 . Murray. D. D .. LL. led111ically J'lC<lcefu l a<· tion~ may 
U.. bis hop coadjutor. F.pis(·opal be. ha,·e not contl'i bute<l to the 
diocc~e of Alabnma. r·C'solution of OlH' local problems. , 

Edward V. Ramage. moderator . We do not belic,·c that these days 
~ynod of the Alabama Preshyte- l'of new hopt> are days when ex· 
rian Church in the United States. !treme measures are justified in 

Earl Stiillings. pastor. First 'Birmingham. 
Baptist Church. Birmingham. 1 "We l'ommend . the community 

Their statement in full : 1a s a whole. ctlld the !ora l ne\\'~ 
"We the undersi~ned clergymen media and law enforcement. otfi · 

are among those who. in January. jl·ials in partieular. on the C<lhn 
issued "An Appeal for Law and ·manner in which these demon­
Order and Common Sense", in 1 strations he~ve been handled . \\'( 
dealing with racial problems in urge the publk to continue tt 
Alabama. We expressed undel'· 11show restraint .s hould the dem 
standing that honest convictions

1
onstrations continue. and the Ia" 

in racial matters could •lroperly enforcement officials to rema i1 
be pursued in the courts. but

1
calm and continue to prOtC("t ou 

urged that decisions of those , city from \'iolence. 
courts should in the meantime bel "We further strongly urge ou 
peacefully obeyed. own Negro community to witl 

"'Since that time there had been draw support from these <1em01 
some evidence of increased for~ strations. and t.o unite loc ~tlly i 
benrance and a willingnes to face 'l working peacefully f'or a bette 
fac ts . Responsible citizens have Birm ingham. When r·ight s are con 
undert~1ken to \\-'ork on various sistr !1()y denied. a ('lHJSe shouh 
problem~ which cause racial fric- ibe pressed in the court s and in 
lion .ilnd unrest. In Birmingham. 1 uegoti ~tions among local le;.lflf'l'• 

\and not in the streets. We appe~l 
to hoth our white and ~~~ro C'rl ­
izcnry to nb~rve thr pmwrpl e50 of 
law and ordt:'r ;,md {'01\llllOII 

sense. 


