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Some Patiance On Color Issue 
~~~7r '9'3 

'o BVIOUSLY FERMENT 1is going on dress to ·the National Civil LI e rties 
in the Negro !POvemen • Clearing House,,stated that the Negro 

It is easy to make jokes about Adam .may go over to Republicans unle,ss 
Clayton Powell. Many are !deserved Democrats naw In office answer Ne­
as the Harl~m congressman deports groes' dema~d~ for ac_tion. Wilki ns 
himself like an Oriental potentate heeds the activists In th1s. 
answerable only to himself. At that meeting! Wilkins and Clar -

But you should unde rstand that ence Mi~chell, Washington . r:tAAC.P 
Powell is influential in some of the head, JOmed in strong cnt lCism of 
national Negro community. Clearly Jus.tice Depa:tr~ent policies r~gardi n g 
he .is not in all of it. Powell, whatever voting and schools. Sd also said ~eshc 
his own selfish aims, adequat;ly has W. Du_nbar oJ., the .s?ut~ern R!"giOnal 
survived tempests before. Council. (Dunbar rs wh1te. ) 

The_ editor of Tl!e lfashington Af_ro­
Amertcan, a paper theJ!ohcy of which 
is· to back Powell, says flatly t hat 
recent censure of the Harlem con­
gressman is " sole],)< .because he is a 
Negro." But th foxmer ballplayer, 
now confection executive, Jackie 
Robinson, takes a dim view of much 
Powell says. He recently criticized 
the congressman' for demanding of 
Negroes that they operate only among 
groups which they exclusively can 
control. 

Moderates At Issue 
THE POINT is obvious: Some Ne­

grqes think well of what are called 
"white moderates." Others do not. 
Powell apparently doesn't . He boldly 
criticized even the National Associa­
t ion for the Advancement of Colored 
People because whites are among its 
leaders. 

Newer Negro groups- CORE, the 
Southern Christian Leade~ship Con­
ference. the Student Nonviolent Co· 
ordinating Commit tee,.have appeared 
more pressing, more activist , than 
older , more established Negro leader· 
ship. 

_Most Negroes, of course, are aware 
that their differences -w111 be high· 
lighted b~ resisting whites and used 
against them. It is only wisdom for 
whites of any persuasion to recognize 
that (1 ) Negro leaaers al'e·'Often bril­
liant strategfsts; but ~(2) Negro 
leaders as whites can· commit grievous 
errors of pblicy. J udged only by 
strategy evidences, both whites and 
Negroes at time)l IJ.;lve sliO'Wn rem rk­
able ability in this :•contest"; but both 
h~ve shown misprable judgment at 
other times. • , 

There is a continual struggle wi thtn 
the national and the local community 
for leader hiP of Negroes, for _ay· 
thority to speak for Negroes. 'pti5. 
registers in I political matters 'lind· 
policy as to integration effort tjmiiJg 
and degree. 

It is related to present contest over 
t he Negro vote in national presiden· 
tial elections. Significance of this 
issue readi!r. is recognized; it invol e~ 
" swinging' fll:. a dozen majbr cltfes, ~ 
hence states, In the North and East. . 

Roy Wilkins, NAACP e ecutive di· 
:rector, in a recent "Washington a d· 

But No Outsiders ? 
BUT IF DUNBAR cajled for more 

action, saying the admipistration was 
wrong "to continue to approach th,is 
situation as solely a legal" matter, he 
also said that the Southern Negr 

!should carry p n his protests without 
'" witnesses" from Chicago, New Yofk, 
<'lsewhere. "I don't believe the white 
South hears the t ransient witness 
from abroad," he said. Is this critic~! 
of a Dick Gregory traveling to Green­
wood, Miss., or of various othor 
Northern ' 'missionar i€8'' -occasional ~y 
coming South? -

There is more to all thls. But what 
It amounts to is important difference 
among leaders of Negroes, and per-
haps among following. _ 

This is or ought to be of interest to 
whites, not only in the Sou th. 11 
tangibly could affect white decision in 
dealing with Negro moves. There ore 

.ll'iffe rences, also, among whites as to 
how to deal with those Negro de· 
mands. This is true North or South. 

There is a case in point in Mobi le. 
For whites. · For Negroes. 

A Negro iheeting took place there 
last Sunday night. Appearing were 
Sen. Leroy Jqhnson of Georgia, first 
Negro · in the 1Georgia. Senate in 92 
years . .He' made·a vigorous appeal for. 
Negro advance But it is notewbr thy 
that he said· in the Georgia Senate he 
had refusetl to srionsor a fair. employ­
ment practic~:k Jll. He said that to 
do so would' be 'jt\bsu•d and ill-timed." 
Would Sen: Johnson' appear too " mod­
erate" 'for 9 e Negroes, though 
clear ly he1 '!~ he epitome of gain for 
Southern Negm es • 

W hat Thl' Whites Sairl 
A WHITE U. 'S. qistrict attorney 

spoke at the meeting also. He lnld 
Negro listeners: " You have a district 
attor ney who is willing to get out and 
help you with your fight. " He spokr 
about Justice Department voter regis· 
t ration effort in Alabama. 

The U. S. attorney showed remark· 
ably poor judgment in appearance and 
utterance. Yet a cynic might suggest 
that all he had said was that he would 
help enforce laws applying to right to 
the ballot-a l!ard thing to argue 
against. Qualification for the vote may 
be another matter, of course_. 

Mobile City' Comnussioner J oe Lan­
gan also appeared. He promised 
•·peace and order/ ' o. man, he said, 
has the r ight to take Jaw ,in his own 
hands. Only a misguided, few woul<i 
disagree. 

Both U. S. attorn d city com-
missioner hav b<jen ~ritici zed . A 
resolution int l'&luced in the Mont­
gomery House r~!erred to " some 
basely m nial pubnc 'official s of Ala· 
bama." That apparently was rcfern ng 
to a b rigadier general in the Alabama 
National Guard; ' a former Mobile 
mayor. former head of the Alabama 
League of Municipalities- all m on~ 
man. Joe Langal'. In regard to La n­
gan the resolution w:ufoutrageous. 

Criticism of j the . S. attorney 
might be something 1!'80 to the ext~nt 
it applied to his. going· out of the way 
to involve himself voluntanly In the 
issue. t 

Aspects of Negro-white relations 
are additionally• revealed. An example 
of balance was this community's quiet 
regard for the fact of .Negroes i ri a 
City Council r ace. Birmingham d e­
serves due note for an atli tude which. 
while not earth-shaking everywhere, 
was not wholly predic!ao e ere. , 

'· 
T hl' Problem'~ Complexity 
THESE ALL inllf.,te the multi­

plicity of " angles" in this matte r o( 
r aces. Common sense is much in 
order, with a balance in human rela· 
tionships. This prob em will be here 
a long time. We need patience, Ne­
groes and whites. Some may sa)'. 
facetiously or othe rwise. that the mat · 
tcr is one of " black or while." It.must 
11ot be. The matter is Oil(' of citizeus 
with differences-white differing wi I h 
white, Negro differ ing with Negro. as 
well as race differing with race. 

Never did a f i·ee, sel!',-'d~termini ng 
people require more nder~tandmg' 
and mental efCor t. · qn either 
side, will obscure . H., JR. 


