· Short history of Germany

· "Germania" mentioned in Tacitus (98), other Roman historians – apparently referred to a conglomeration of tribes and small kingdoms.  Tribes generally believed to have migrated from Scandinavia ~100 BC.  Viewed as a threat by Julius Caesar.  Some recruitment of tribes into the empire.  

· "Germanic" tribes (Visigoths/Ostrogoths) invaded Roman territory in 376; other Germanic tribes included Saxons, Angles, Swabians, Slavs, Franks, Frisians.  (Huns were a separate ethnic group.)  

· Visigoths under Alaric overran Rome 410, but coexisted with Romans until 455, when Vandals sacked the city.  Final fall 476, to Odoacer.  Franks settled France, Vandals settled Spain & North Africa.  (Franks may have been same as or a branch of early Celts.)  

· Charlemagne crowned Emperor of all Germanic lands, including Italy, by Pope on Christmas 800; traditional first Holy Roman Emperor.  
· These lands split in 3 by Charlemagne and his descendants, but still ruled in common by them to 910, when Conrad1 selected ruler of the Eastern part – roughly Germany and Italy.  Viewed as beginning of "German" history.  

· Otto I crowned by Pope, took the title Emperor in 962.  Holy Roman Empire lasted until Napoleon defeated the Habsburgs and forced Francis II to renounce the title of Emperor in 1802.  (At this time included Austria, Hungary, etc.)  This was the First Reich, 962-1802. 

· 1102, German confederation elected a ruler from the Welf (or Guelph) as leader.   Swabia's leading noble family, Hohenstaufen, never accepted him.  Guelfs took Papal states and northern Italian princes as allies, became a major force in Italy for this reason.  

· Second of the Hohenstaufen rulers, Frederick I (r. 1152-90), also known as Frederick Barbarossa because of his red beard, struggled throughout his reign to restore the power and prestige of the German monarchy, but he had little success.  Frederick Barbarossa crowned Emperor by Pope but never succeeded in uniting the German states.  
· During the middle ages, already existing tribal lands developed into principalities – Prussia, Frisia, Bavaria, Bohemia, Saxony, Hanover, etc.  Rise of local knights further fragmented the states.  These states were recognized by other nations as kingdoms in their own right within general umbrella of "Holy Roman Empire."  Made their own alliances and conquests; for instance, Hanover eventually became (modern) ruling house of England.  Emperor specifically called "Emperor of all the Germans" to make the point that they were united in some way.  

· Protestant Reformation, beginning early 16th century, swept much of Germany but led to continuing strife between Catholic and Protestant states.  1520-30, Knights War; Peasants War; Anabaptists seize several towns.  Religious and political schisms continued.  Peace of Augsburg, 1550, recognized Catholic and Lutheran faiths; quelled outright war but strife did not go away.  

· Thirty Years War, 1618-~1648, series of battles between Catholic and Protestant groups.  House of Austria, Habsburg Holy Roman Emperors Ferdinand II and Ferdinand III together with their Spanish cousin Philip IV, opposed by Protestant princes.  Spread to Scandinavia, Spain, France.  Peace of Westphalia, 1648.  

· More or less united defense against Napoleon.  After Napoleon's defeat, in 1815 at Congress of Vienna, national borders reorganized.  Prussia got major share of German states, Poland; also Saxony, Westphalia, Hanover, Bavaria, total 39 states in German Confederation.  

· Continual struggle between these states, esp. between 1848 and 1871, when new German Empire formed, under leadership of Prussian Otto von Bismark.  It lasted only from 1871 until end of WWI – Second Reich.  Generally known as Prussia.  Note by this time only other major power east of France was consolidated Austro-Hungarian Empire.  Italy dominated by Pope, small principalities.  
· 1918, establishment of Weimar Republic – first attempt at parliamentary Democratic rule in Germany.  But Weimar Republic was viewed as capitulation of Empire, never fully accepted by many Germans.  

· 1919, Treaty of Versailles, realigned states; separated Alsace-Lorraine (France); Schleswig to Denmark; most of Poland; Silesia to Poland and Czechoslovakia; small area to Belgium; Saarland to League of Nations protectorate; Danzig became a Free State.  

· Incidentally transferred some possessions Germany had obtained from China to Japan.

· Note US never ratified – became isolationist.   

· During WWI, Germany printed money to support war effort without any backing; major inflation.  Added to this, massive reparations after war.  

· Spiraled out of control as result of ineffective state policy plus speculation; hyperinflation in 1922-23.  Note some of the speculators were Jewish; not majority 
· Control over inflation by issuance of new currency 1924, but many businesses ruined as result.  Ruined middle class.  Hitler was party leader by this point. 
· 1933, the elected President Paul von Hindenburg named a government headed by Hitler.  

