I. Introduction

When we think of Muslims we think of Arabs.  The news media often use the terms interchangeably.  Muslims make up about 40% of the population of Africa, 24% of Asia.  There are some 10 million Muslims in Western Europe and probably about 5 million in the US.   There are between 1.1 and 1.3 billion Muslims worldwide - roughly one person in every five in the world is a Muslim, but only about 18% of Muslims are Arabs.  

By comparison, there are about 1.9 to 2 billion Christians worldwide, or about one person in every three - but that includes everything from Russian Orthodox to Mormon, from Dutch Reform to Korean Baptist.  Islam is not quite as fragmented as that, but it's certainly a mistake to think of all billion people as one coherent group.  

You can’t understand Islam without understanding Muhammad.  To a large extent everything goes back to him.  Modern Muslims know his life backward and forward, and try to model their own lives on his, in far more detail than most modern Christians know and try to follow the behavior of Jesus.  

You also can’t understand Islam without understanding something of its history.  Muslims all over the world know the history of their people and care about  it.  Not to say they necessarily know it accurately, but they know important points, at least from some perspective.  For instance, in the Iran-Iraq war, newscasters on both sides often casually tossed off references to the Battle of Qaddisiyah.  In that battle, Muslim Arab invaders from Iran conquered Persians, who were still pagans; so it was viewed as victory for the Arabs over Persians, i.e. a victory of Iraq; but also as victory of Muslims over unbelievers, i.e. victory for Iran under Ayatollah Khomeini, who viewed Iraq as secular, not Islamic state. 

This might be something like a modern American newscaster making references to the battle of Midway, if we were at war in the Pacific, with two differences:  most modern Americans wouldn’t know who won the battle of Midway, and the battle of Qaddisiyah happened in 637.  

Similarly on October 7, 2001, when Usama bin Ladin made public announcement of responsibility for World Trade Center, he referred to the “humiliation and disgrace” that Islam has suffered for “more than 80 years.”  Most Westerners had no idea what he was referring to, but most Muslims had no problem with the reference.  In WW I, Ottoman Empire was dismantled, and in 1918, Turkey became a secular state.  After 1921 there was no longer a Sultan.  For Muslims, this meant that for the first time in almost 13 centuries there was no longer a Caliph, leader of all the Muslim people.  

So we’ll go into history a bit.  First, a couple of points about terminology.  

Muslims tend to insist that you can’t really understand the religion without knowing Arabic.  I have doubts.  I have no trouble believing that the Qur‘an is far more poetic in the original but I’m skeptical that it all makes sense in one language and not any other.  But Muslims would also point out that it’s important to recognize that many words they use are nothing but exact translations of ones we use (or vice versa).  For instance, what does Allah mean?  Literal translation of God, and that’s all it is.  This is important.  In Hebrew the word is Eloi, Elohim.  In Aramaic, one form was Eli – Jesus used this on the cross.  It is not just a matter of fellowship when they say we worship the same God – it is literally true, because when they say Allah, they mean exactly the same thing as when we say God.  In days of Abraham – whom they call Ibrahim - it may be that monotheism meant “my God is better than yours” or the only one worth worshipping, but don’t ever suggest that to a Muslim – they are at least as serious as any Christian about the idea that there is only one God.  In fact one of their main doctrinal problems with Christianity is the worship of a Trinity.  They view Jesus as a prophet, one of several who preceded Muhammad, and to them that’s all that he could possibly be.  

Islam means submission, specifically to God.  Muslim is one who submits.  Note use of similar consonants, common word formation in Arabic.  The terminology is significant: they submit to God but no one else.  God is their leader in a very personal sense; any other leader must act as God directs.  They will follow a righteous leader, but their worship or submission is absolutely reserved for God.  They believe in angels and saints but do not worship them.  One of the long-term grudges they have against the West is continual references to them as “Mohammedans,” implying that they worship Muhammad.  

To some Muslim scholars, in fact, the term Islam does not  simply refer to their religion, but to any belief involving submission to God’s will.  You do see passages indicating that to call someone a Muslim simply means that he recognizes the unity and supremacy of God, nothing more.  

Will come to some other special terms as we go along.  
II. HISTORY

A. Muhammad life events (572-632) 

1. Origins

a) Born Mecca into family of ruling tribe, Quraysh; respectable, not especially wealthy or powerful.  

b) Became caravan agent, traveled at least to Syria and maybe elsewhere; probably met many Christians and Jews.  

c) Orphaned early (never knew father), raised by uncle.  At 25, had reputation for honesty and ability; managed property of older widow, Khadija; married her.   
d) Apparently went into desert to meditate on occasion; in about 610, at age of 40, had first of long series of visitations of Archangel Gabriel.  Dictated first suras of what became Qur’an.  

e) Continued receiving more suras for 20 years, up to death.  
2. Began preaching, reportedly at encouragement of Khadija.  

a) Early followers mainly friends and relatives, such as Abu Bakr and ‘Umar. 

b) Gradually gained following, but much persecution from Quraysh.  Fled with followers to Abyssinia for a while, then back to Mecca. 
3. Mythic events – Mi‘raj or “night journey”

a) Gabriel brought him winged horse, Buraq, on which he was transported in a night from Ka‘aba in Mecca to Jerusalem

b) From there, transported to heaven; met with major prophets who had come before him, such as Abraham, Moses, and Jesus.  Received additional revelation directly from God. 

c) Reported this the next day; was doubted, but Abu Bakr swore he was truthful, and was believed.  

d) From this point on Muslims turned toward Jerusalem to pray.  (Later revelation at Medina changed this to Mecca.)  

4. Hijra (hegira) and return to Mecca 
a) 622, invited by people of Yithrab to act as arbitrator there.  Revelation that all Muslims must go there for safety.  Hijra = migration; hajj or hegira is now pilgrimage.  Entire stay in Medina, 622 to 630, also termed Hegira.  
b) In time influence increased so he became virtual ruler and the city became first stronghold of Islam – name changed to Madinat al-Nabi, City of the Prophet, or Medina.  (Note Nabi, prophet = navi in Hebrew.)  
c) Series of battles between Mecca and Medina, in which Muslims conquered larger armies.  But when he returned to Mecca in 630 there was only token resistance.  He marched in and surprised the inhabitants by not engaging in any reprisals – he pardoned those who had stood against him.  He expected the people to adopt his religion, and many did. 
d) Note pagan environment – not primarily fighting Christians or Jews
e) Lived only two more years, as effective leader of Western Arabia.  Made plans for spreading the religion, sending emissaries to surrounding kingdoms, and continued to preach.  He returned to Medina for a while, then returned to Mecca to die.  

f) Many of the moral lessons he left behind are recorded in the form of hadith, recollections of others about what he said and did, and many are from this last period.  One important one:  he is said to have said on his deathbed, “let there not be two religions in Arabia,” and as a result in the next generation his followers expelled all Jews and Christians to two settlement sin the north and south; but they did it gradually, let them bring their possessions and resettle peacefully; there was no massacre.  
B. Note key places and themes: 

1. Dome of the Rock 

a) Rock from which Muhammad was brought up to heaven on the Mi‘raj

b) Also where Abraham was to sacrifice Isaac

c) Also first rock in the foundations of the world 

2. Al-Aqsa Mosque

a) Associated with Mi‘raj although the rock itself is next door 

b) When Muslims speak of Al-Aqsa as holy place they are generally including the whole Temple Mount 

c) Current mosque dates from 1035, is largest in Jerusalem; long believed to be on site of Solomon’s Temple, at least overlaps it.  Surrounding wall includes the Western Wall, only surviving part of the Temple.  

3. Ka’aba 
a) Brick shrine in central Mecca; contains black rock, probably meteor 

b) Originally pagan shrine, probably associated with sun worship 

c) Point from which Muhammad started on Mi‘raj 

d) Viewed as center of the world 

e) Tradition says built by Ibrahim, but no indication he was ever anywhere near here 

f) Qibla:  direction of Ka‘aba, for prayer 

C. Spread of Islam
1. Huge conquests in a matter of years 

a) Within four years after Prophet’s death, military successor Khalid, the “Sword of God,” conquered Syria and Palestine from the Byzantine empire, and started on Egypt.  In two more years Damascus and Jerusalem were controlled by the Muslins, and by 642, ten years after Muhammad’s death, the land of the believers extended from Alexandria, across Persia, and to the borders of India.  By late 8th century, they were crossing into France (battles of Tours, Roncesvalles).  Held most of Spain until the 13th century, parts of it until 1492.  Islam also extended into Turkey, the Crimea, and what is now Hungary, as well as all of Northern Africa and most of the lands bordering the Indian Ocean.  
b) Muslim tradition is that many of these conquests were almost bloodless, though the record is a bit ambiguous.  So is the doctrine related to it.  Muhammad certainly preached mercy and forgiveness, but mainly to those who would not stand in his way.  We’ll come back to this later.  In any event it does not appear that there were any wanton slaughters of those who were already defeated, as was fairly normal practice at the time; certainly the Armies of God were no more ruthless than the Crusaders of later centuries, and probably less so.  

D. High points of Islamic civilization

1. Art, science

a) The traditional outline of the history of cultural and scientific advance goes: 
Middle East (Babylon to Phoenicia) -> Greece -> Rome ->
Europe  (Italian Renaissance to English) -> America
But Rome fell in 476; Renaissance started about 1400.  What was in between? Almost 1000 years we call the "Dark ages."  
b) Islamic world had no Dark Ages.  When advanced Europeans in 12th & 13th centuries started building some knowledge of mathematics, biology, chemistry, Astronomy, it was largely by borrowing back from Islamic institutions the knowledge of the Greeks that they had not only maintained but significantly added to.  Traditional story is  that Muslims burnt library of Alexandria because all necessary knowledge is in the Qu'ran; but in fact the books were all gone long before they got there. 
c) After fall of Rome the center of that cultural heritage really moved to Byzantium, or Constantinople, but the fact is that there was little advance there and instead gradual decline; and by the time of the Crusades, Constantinople was no more familiar to the Crusaders, and no more viewed as part of their own civilization, than Alexandria.  The actual origins of the Renaissance owe more to the universities in North Africa and Moorish Spain than to Eastern Christians.  When Thomas Aquinas first studied Aristotle, it was from Arabic texts - the only ones available in Europe. 
d) Significant difference in attitude between Islam and at least medieval Christianity in this respect:  Muslims very consciously think of all of creation as uniformly God’s work, while Christians tended to think of the spiritual world of the Bible and the Church as very separate from the natural world; and to view the natural world with suspicion.  This is not a matter of explicit Church doctrine but a prevalent attitude.  Note Galileo story; Islam unlikely to have any such story.  
2. Note: 
a) I’ve been talking in terms of Islam as a nation, not just religion - included various ethnic groups, traditional kingdoms, but largely viewed themselves as one people.  
b) View of the world as divided into two parts:  House of Islam, and House of War.  

c) House of Islam roughly like old idea of “Christendom” – what the Crusaders were fighting for 

3. Caliph 
a) Head of Islamic people – first, Abu Bakr 

b) Omayyad Caliphate (Damascus): 661-750
711: Conquest of Spain. 
732: Battle of Tours. 

c) Abbasid Caliphate (Baghdad): 750-1258
1055-1250: Expansion of Islam under the Seljuks, and Christian responses. 
1258: Mongols sack Baghdad. Abbasid Caliphate ends. 

d) The Ottoman Empire: 1350-1918. 
Fall in 1918 - conversion to secular state under Kemal Ataturk - end of Caliphate
E. Modern Islamic lands 

1. Main religion of 55 countries 

2. Organization of the Islamic Conference 

a) Formed 1969 by heads of state of Islamic countries – could never have happened in Christianity 
b) President Khatami of Iran is President of OIC.  Note in response to popular book "Clash of Civilizations," he suggested that maybe we should be discussing a dialogue of civilizations.  
3. Major groups
a) Original split:  When Muhammad died he had not clearly appointed provided for a successor.  Some felt that he had designated his son-in-law ’Ali as his political and religious successor, and Imam (leader) of the Muslim community. The majority opted for the procedure of choosing from among a group of elders, and Abu Bakr, one of the first followers, was elected as the first Caliph. The group that held to the view that ’Ali and the descendants of Prophet Muhammad through his daughter Fatima are the legitimate successors of the Prophet’s mantle of leadership are referred to as Shi’ati ’Ali (the supporters of ’Ali). The followers of Abu Bakr are now known as the Sunni.  
b) There are about 180 million Shi‘as; large majority in Iran; Bahrain, smaller numbers elsewhere 
c) Probably 800-900 million Sunni

d) Groups with extremist beliefs have emerged from both sides.  

e) The Shi’a have a strong tradition of venerating their major Imams, and have identified some of them as especially revered.  The largest group in known as the Twelvers, because they believe there have been important Imams since Muhammad, the last one disappearing in the 11th century.  He is sometimes identified as the Mahdi, a sort of messiah, who would come again either in the Final Days.  
f) Misc – many splinter groups – Sufi, Baha’i.  The Druze consider an 11th-century descendant of ’Ali, al-Hakim, to have been the embodiment of God; Baha’i believe the Mahdi actually came, in the mid-19th century.  (The self-identified Mahdi of Sudan, who started a major rebellion against British rule in 1882, was someone else.)  But mainstream Islam rejects these claims and do not count them as Muslim.  
g) Sufi – not entirely a separate sect; many identify themselves as Sufi and either Shi’a or Sunni.  Focus is on spiritual oneness and unity with God.  Often considered similar to Zen Buddhism and Gnosticism.  Sufis believe that their teachings are the essence of every religion, and of the evolution of humanity as a whole. The central concept in Sufism is "love."  Dervishes -- the name given to initiates of Sufi orders -- believe that love is a projection of the essence of God to the universe.  Sufi metaphor:  "There are three ways of knowing a thing. Take for instance a flame. One can be told of the flame, one can see the flame with his own eyes, and finally one can reach out and be burned by it. In this way, we Sufis seek to be burned by God."

III. TEACHINGS

A. Qur'an -

1. written in verse 

2. correct order is unclear

3. many individual passages unclear

4. Muslims insist it is a model of clarity to all who read it in Arabic and with an open mind, but others disagree 

B. Later writings – important ones are Hadith, notes by contemporaries of Muhammad about events in his life and statements he made other than in Qur'an.  Some debate about which are really his, much debate about what they mean, but most widely accepted by now as genuine. 

C. Specific principles: 
1. There are six basic beliefs shared by all Muslims:

a) Belief in Allah, the one and only God 

b) Belief in the Angels 

c) Belief in the Books (sent by God) 

d) Belief in Prophets and Messengers (sent by God) 

e) Belief in Fate ("Qadar")
(1) Sunni, Sufi more inclined to fatalism; all is predestined 

(2) Shi’a deny total predestination because it is incompatible with divine justice, but also deny total free will because it is incompatible with omniscience; stress a “middle way” or “balanced way” 
f) Belief in the Day of Judgment (Qiyamah) and in the Resurrection

2. The Muslim Creed in English:
I believe in Allah; and in His Angels; and in His Scriptures; and in His Messengers; and in The Final Day; and in Fate, that Good and Evil are from Allah, and Resurrection after death be Truth.
I testify that there is no god but Allah; and I testify that Muhammad is His man and His Messenger.

3. No graven images

4. No worship of people or things – very strong mistrust of anything that seems to tend toward idolatry.  Note Ibn Saud attempt to destroy Muhammad's tomb! 

5. Traditionally Muslims have accepted the Virgin birth and revere Mary.  They regard Jesus as a human prophet.  Wahhabist movement rejects reverence for Mary and other saints because it is too close to idolatry. 

6. Equality of all who accept Islam - no division by race or color.  (This is important - not always followed, but generally has been, and a major factor in appeal of the religion.) 

7. No problem with wealth except when obtained by looting - at least of other believers! - or dishonesty

8. No "blessed are the meek" or "turn the other cheek." 
9. Purity of mind and body.  
10. Relations of men and women 
a) A whole life requires marriage and procreation.  Islam does not condone sexual excess or lechery but marriage is important.  Muhammad was celibate for several years after Khadija died, and only after that turned to polygamy.  
b) Women given greater rights under Islam than under precursor religions; right to divorce if mistreated, right to own possessions, could be married off by father first time, but had right to choose if divorced or widowed.  

c) Despite these and other protective rules, in traditional Islam women are purely subservient to men.  Paradise is designed for men, with houris as a reward (72 of them for a virtuous Muslim).  During Ramadan, men must fast from morning to night but sexual abstinence is not required.  Traditionally women may not be seen by men when dressed attractively, may not travel for more than three days if not accompanied by male relative.  May not spend money without husband’s permission – even to give charity.  Must always be available for sex at husband’s whim.  Man had absolute right to divorce wife, but was considered inappropriate for trivial reasons.  Women could initiate divorce but only for good cause.  
d) Some believe that paradise for men is also for women, and that houris are not only female; but it is clearly stated that women are not the equal of men, and that the majority of those in hell are women.  Also, houris are generally described in explicitly female terms.  
e) Polygamy:  "Marry such women as it seems to you, two, three, four; but if you fear you will not be equitable, then only one."  Theory is that good Muslim will treat all wives with equal respect and love.  Polygamy still practiced, including among Palestinians, and often means basically that as the woman becomes unattractive to her husband she is supplanted by a younger one.  This is not approved in the Qur’an but very widely accepted.  
11. The Five Pillars of Islam are five basic duties of Muslims: 
a) Shahada, the recitation and acceptance of the Creed 

b) Salah (or salat), daily prayer 

c) Zakat (or zakah), charity 

d) Saum (or Siyam), fasting during the month of Ramadan 

e) Hajj (or Haj), pilgrimage to Mecca
f) Jihad is sometimes considered a sixth pillar of the religion.  

(1) Meaning: struggle 

(2) Sometimes a spiritual struggle; but in some parts of the Qur‘an, explicitly practical connotation. In many, the military meaning is unequivocal. A good example is Sura IV, 95: “Those of the believers who stay at home, other than the disabled, are not equal to those who strive in the path of God with their goods and their persons. God has placed those who struggle with their goods and their persons on a higher level than those who stay at home. God has promised reward to all who believe but He distinguishes those who fight, above those who stay at home, with a mighty reward.”
(3) In discussing the obligation of the holy war, the classical Muslim jurists distinguish between offensive and defensive warfare. In offense, jihad is an obligation of the Muslim community as a whole, and may therefore be discharged by volunteers and professionals. In a defensive war, it becomes an obligation of every able-bodied individual. It is this principle that Usama bin Ladin invoked in his declaration of war against the United States.

(4) In Muslim tradition, the world is divided into two houses: the House of Islam (Dar al-Islam), in which Muslim governments rule and Muslim law prevails, and the House of War (Dar al-Harb), the rest of the world.  
g) Doctrine of fitra 

(1) Various interpretations; subject of much debate.  All people born with the same fitra, or nature.  Cf. Platonic idea of Essence.  

(2) One mainstream belief is that this is ability to see truth, but includes various modes of belief.  

(3) Another (based on the hadith) is that we are all born in the nature of the Muslim, the essence of the true believer.  According to this belief, people are in effect born Muslims but may be trained out of it or turn away from it.  Since every person has within him or herself the image of the true believer, refusal to accept it is an act of rejection of God, not mere ignorance.  Not all Muslims hold this interpretation, but it is one explanation of a lot of their beliefs as to the place of infidels.  

IV. Modern extremist groups

A. Fundamentalism 

1. Many Muslims answer to description of “fundamentalist” without being extremist – that is, few Muslims admit to not taking Qur’an at face value.  

2. What the press calls “fundamentalist” is mainly the violent offshoots of Wahhabist sect, which is indeed highly fundamentalist though not necessarily violent

B. Islamism 

1. Belief in Islamic theocracy or in need to live in an Islamic state.  

2. Wide variety; some would simply establish a state (or convert an existing one) peacefully, and expect other similarly inclined Muslims to migrate there; others would do it by violence if necessary in their own selected place; still others would do it by violence everywhere, eventually.  
3. Islamism does not automatically imply fundamentalism or vice versa, and neither implies violence against others, but each is more likely with the others 
C. Wahhabist sect 

1. Wahhabism (sometimes spelled Wahabbism or Wahabism) is a movement named after Muhammad ibn Abd al Wahhab (or ibn Abdul Wahhab), Muhammad son of Abd, the pure (1703–1792). It is a movement of the Sunni form of Islam and the major sect of the government and society of Saudi Arabia, and claimed to be followed by Osama bin Laden. Wahhabism is an offending synonym for Salafism; again, they do not want it implied that they worship al Wahhab.  
2. Historically, members of this movement call themselves al-Muwahhiddun, ("the monotheists") or al-Ikhwan ("the brethren"). The Wahhabis claim to call to the way of the "Salaf as-Salih", the 'rightly guided or pious predecessors', the way of Mohammed and his companions. It is also why they are sometimes known as Salafis, i.e. people who are upon the way of the pious predecessors.
3. Muhammad bin Saud (d. 1765), first head of the House of Saud, met Muhammad ibn Abd al Wahhab, who came to Saud for protection, and it was granted to him. The two also decided to work together to rid the Arabian peninsula of what the saw as innovations in the practice of Islam by bringing the religion back to its purest form. They formed an alliance, and this was formalized by the wedding of Ibn Saud's son to al Wahhab's daugther.

4. Using the ideology of Wahhab, Muhammad bin Saud helped establish the House of Saud among other tribes in the Arabian peninsula. Many other tribes fought only for power and prestige; the House of Saud's use of religion earned respect among other tribes and helped build support.
5. Practices objected to by Salafi: 
a) Invoking any prophet, saint or angel in prayer, other than Allah alone (this is considered “shirk” or polytheism) 

b) Grave worship, whether to saints' graves, or the prophet's grave 

c) Celebrating annual feasts for dead saints 

d) Wearing of charms, and believing in their healing power 

e) Practicing magic, or going to sorcerers or witches seeking healing 

f) Innovation in matters of religion (e.g. new methods of worship) 

6. Wahhab sought to purify Islam from such practices with a "back to basics" approach:  tawheed, Oneness in worshipping Allah alone.  They are literalist and legalistic to the extreme.  
7. Modern Salafi ban pictures, photographs, musical instruments, singing, video, suicide bombings, and celebrating Mohammed's birthday, among many other things.
8. Note major Salafi clerics condemn World Trade Center attacks because: 

a) Included deaths of innocent women and children; 

b) Included deaths of some loyal Muslims;  

c) Included deaths of some to whom Saudi government had given a pledge of peace; and 

d) Suicide is an abomination.  

e) But they do not go so far as to condemn it to the extent that it was an act of violence against innocent men who were unbelievers!  

9. Many Sunni Muslims criticize Wahhabism for its lack of flexibility and general intolerance towards other religions and even towards other Muslim sects. A number of moderate Islamic groups have publicly condemned Wahhabism as being a distortion of historic Islam.

10. Wahhabism is the official form of Islam in Saudi Arabia. In 1924 the Wahhabi al-Saud dynasty conquered Mecca and Medina, cities holy to Muslims, creating the Saudi state. Saudi laypeople, government officials and clerics have donated many tens of millions of dollars to create Wahhabi-oriented religious schools, newspapers and outreach organizations.

11. Some Wahhabis believe that more liberal Islamic states are not truly Islamic at all; but others hold that Osama bin Laden is not a true Wahhabi, but a Qutbee (follower of Sayyed Qutb), due to his rebellion against the rulers of Saudi Arabia. 
12. Some modern scholars of Wahhabism declare bin Laden to be Khawarij and thus not belonging to the Salafi methodology.  (That is, one of the Kharijites or “seceders”:  a sect that defected from the early Sunni in the generation after Muhammad, when the third Caliph agreed to arbitration with the followers of Ali.  They declared this to be betrayal and broke off.  The Kharijites eventually assassinated Ali.)  
13. Extreme Kharijites labeled moderate Muslims as 'hypocrites' or 'unbelievers', who could be killed with impunity; Usama bin Ladin now does this.  
a) He denies that Saudi government has right to give a binding pledge of peace to the US, and declares fatwa as if he were a mufti.  
b) Fatwa: a legal declaration by  Mufti, not limited to but including a death sentence for one who has blasphemed against Islam.  A fatwa can only be issued by an authority in sharia or religious law.  Ayatollah Kohomeini, who clearly was one, issued the death sentence by fatwa against Salman Rushdie, and Shi’a doctrine is that no one else can cancel it.  Iranian Government officially does not support it but says it has no authority to cancel it.  Most modern Muslim legal scholars deny that bin Ladin has any basis to issue any kind of fatwa.  
c) Claims war on Americans to be a defensive jihad, because of the presence of American unbelievers in the holy land and other perceived assaults on Islam.  Most modern Muslim legal scholars give little credence to his declaration of jihad either, even if they agree with him on some issues.  
14. It is not fair to say that Islam (at least modern Islam) encourages violence against non-Muslims; and it is not fair to say that fundamentalist Islam does this.  It is not even really accurate to say that the Wahabbist movement promotes or encourages terrorism, since it does not condone indiscriminate violence against large and differentiated groups, nor suicide attacks; but it is probably fair to say that its philosophy lends itself to violent Islamist movements and does not particularly discourage violence against unbelievers in principle.  
Other major world religions: 

Hindu: 
900 Million 

Buddhist: 
360 million 

Secular / agnostic / atheist: about 850 million 

Jewish: 
14 million 

Muslims in: 

Indonesia
170,310,000

Pakistan
136,000,000

Bangladesh
106,050,000

India

103,000,000

Turkey
62,410,000

Iran

60,790,000

Egypt

53,730,000

Nigeria
47,720,000

China

37,108,000
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