Pope Pius XI, born Ambrogio Damiano Achille Ratti (May 31, 1857 – February 10, 1939)
· Avid mountain climber and librarian 
· surprise choice of the 1922 papal conclave to replace Pope Benedict XV.

Lateran Treaties 
· Signed 1929, between Holy See and Mussolini 
· Most Papal States had been seized by the forces of King Victor Emmanuel II of Piedmont in 1860 at the foundation of the modern unified Italian state, and the rest, including Rome, in 1870. 
· Under the treaties, Vatican City given sovereignty as an enclave of the city of Rome in return for the Vatican relinquishing its claim to the former territories of the Papal States. 
· Pope Pius thus became head of state, the first pope who could be termed as such 1870
· The relationship to Mussolini's government deteriorated drastically in the following years. As a consequence Pius issued the encyclical Non Abbiamo Bisogno in 1931, and another encyclical of the same year — Quadragesimo Anno — which dealt with global economic issues.
· The treaties provided transfer of funds to aid with the transition and as a compensation for the loss of the territories laid claim to by the Church (estimated to be around 700 million lire). During the reign of Pope Pius XI this money was used for investments in the stock markets and real estate. Investments by Bernadino Nogara vastly increased the Catholic Church's financial holdings. 
· Most of the money paid for the upkeep of its expensive-to-maintain stock of historic buildings in the Vatican which previously had been maintained through funds raised from the Papal States up until 1870.
· After paying for the physical upkeep of St. Peter's Basilica, the Apostolic Palace and its property portfolio, the Vatican spent most of the twentieth century in the red, with a deficit of £50 million by the end of the 20th century.

Concordat with Germany
· The Church recognized the National Socialist movement as a dangerous force.  The Apostolic Nuncio to the German Weimar Republic wrote in a letter to the Vatican Secretary of State saying Nazism was an anti-Catholic and anti-Hebrew threat. He also remarked that Michael von Faulhaber, Bishop of Munich had condemned acts of persecution against Bavaria's Jews. 
· This Nuncio was Cardinal Eugenio Pacelli, later Pope Pius XII.  
· During the 1920's and 1930s Cardinal Pacelli had succeeded in negotiating concordats with Bavaria, Prussia and Baden, but failed in regard to Germany.  
· On 7 February 1930 Pope Pius appointed Pacelli Cardinal Secretary of State. In 1935, Cardinal Pacelli was named as the Camerlengo (Chamberlain) of the Holy Roman Church.  

· The Church under Pius XI followed a consistent policy of establishing concordats with individual states during the 1920s and the 1930s. During the 1930s Cardinal Pacelli negotiated concordats with numerous countries.  These concordats sought to normalize relationships between the Holy See and the secular states while protecting publicly-funded Roman Catholic-run schools, hospitals, charities and third-level institutions from state seizure or persecution. 
· When Hitler was appointed Chancellor in January 1933, his principal political opposition was from two parties:  the Social Democrats and the Catholic Centrist Party.  He wanted to move quickly to nullify both of them.  Among other things he approached the Vatican Nuncio about a treaty.  The Vatican was also interested in one, but mainly because Hitler had been making moves to sharply curtail the privileges of the Church, especially restricting religious education.  The Church especially saw a need to train its people to resist the calls for a so-called "National Catholic Church."  
· In June 1933 Hitler signed a peace agreement with most of Europe, called the Four-Power Pact. In July Pacelli signed the concordat with Germany, now as the Vatican's Secretary of State.  
· Hitler immediately claimed that the Concordat meant the Vatican supported the Nazi party.  Hitler told his cabinet on 14 July:
"An opportunity has been given to Germany in the Reichskonkordat and a sphere of influence has been created that will be especially significant in the urgent struggle against international Jewry."
· Some in the Church also thought it linked the Church too closely with Nazism.  Pacelli, in a two page article in the Vatican influenced L'Osservatore Romano, dismissed Hitler's assertion that the concordat in any way represented or implied approval for national socialism, much less moral approval of it. He argued that its true purpose had been "not only the official recognition (by the Reich) of the legislation of the Church (its Code of Canon Law), but the adoption of many provisions of this legislation and the protection of all Church legislation."
· In August 1933 Pacelli wrote to the British representative to the Holy See his disgust with the Nazis and "their persecution of the Jews, their proceedings against political opponents, the reign of terror to which the whole nation was subjected."

· Pius XI and Pacelli were both strongly anti-Communist; but when he was told Hitler was a strong leader to deal with the communists, Pacelli responded that Hitler and his Nazis were infinitely worse.  
· Between the German Concordat's signing in 1933 and 1939, Pope Pius XI made, from 1937, three dozen formal complaints to the Nazi government, which were drafted by Pacelli and show a gradual recognition of the gravity of the Nazi threat and Nazi misuse of the concordat. The strongest condemnation of Hitler's ideology and ecclesiastical policy was the encyclical Mit Brennender Sorge, issued in 1937 by Pius XI, which was in part composed by then Cardinal Pacelli.

· Mit brennender Sorge (German for "With burning concern") published on March 10, 1937. 
· One of the few papal encyclicals in history not written in Latin. The encyclical was addressed to German bishops and was read in all parish churches of Germany. It had to be disseminated in secrecy. Directly addressed to the condition of the Roman Catholic Church in Nazi Germany 
· Says the 1933 Concordat was entered into at request of Germany and "with deep misgivings" and that the Church has been slow to challenge the honesty of those who signed it.  
· Takes the Reich to task for sowing distrust and restricting the practices of religion, especially religious education; refers to Nazi philosophy as "aggressive paganism."  
· Emphasizes the importance and value of the old Testament.  (German Church dismissed it because it was associated with Judaism.)  
· Whoever exalts race, or the people, or the State, or a particular form of State, or the depositories of power, or any other fundamental value of the human community—however necessary and honorable be their function in worldly things—whoever raises these notions above their standard value and divinizes them to an idolatrous level, distorts and perverts an order of the world planned and created by God; he is far from the true faith in God and from the concept of life which that faith upholds.
· None but superficial minds could stumble into concepts of a national God, of a national religion; or attempt to lock within the frontiers of a single people, within the narrow limits of a single race, God, the Creator of the universe, King and Legislator of all nations before whose immensity they are "as a drop of a bucket."
· Should men, who are not even united by faith in Christ, come and offer you the seduction of a national German Church, be convinced that it is nothing but a denial of the one Church of Christ and the evident betrayal of that universal evangelical mission, for which a world Church alone is qualified and competent.
· [Speaking to the young:] Thousands of voices ring into your ears a Gospel which has not been revealed by the Father of Heaven. Thousands of pens are wielded in the service of a Christianity, which is not of Christ.  . . . You are often told about heroic greatness, in lying opposition to evangelical humility and patience. Why conceal the fact that there are heroisms in moral life?
· Nowhere specifically addresses the condition of the Jews or anyone else but the Catholic Church, but hints at support of the Jewish cause by its references to race and to the Old Testament.  

· Pope Pius XI, who had been in declining health for some years, died in February 1939. The Pope had been scheduled to deliver a blunt strongly worded address attacking fascism and anti-semitism on February 11. The text of the speech disappeared after his death.  Cardinal, Eugene Cardinal Tisserant claimed that twenty-four hours before delivering this address, the Pope was given an injection by Dr. Francesco Petacci, who worked as the medical practitioner for the Vatican, and whose daughter was the longterm mistress of the fascist dictator Benito Mussolini. As a result of the injection, the Pope supposedly died hours before delivering his historic attack on Mussolini and European fascism. 

· The claim that he was killed by Mussolini's mistress's father, to stop him attacking fascism in general and Mussolini in particular is not widely believed.  
Pope Pius XII 
· Highlights of career:  

· Born Eugenio Maria Giuseppe Giovanni Pacelli.  Of noble birth, grandson of Marcantonio Pacelli, founder of the Vatican's newspaper, L'Osservatore Romano, a nephew of Ernesto Pacelli, a key financial advisor to Pope Leo XII, and a son of Filippo Pacelli, dean of the Vatican lawyers. 

· Became a Roman Catholic priest in April, 1899.
· From 1904 until 1916 assisted in the codification of canon law.  This was a primary interest of his.  

· Pope Benedict XV appointed him Apostolic Nuncio to Bavaria in April 1917, and the next month as a Bishop.  (Happened to be the same day as the first appearance of the Virgin at Fatima.)  

· Elected Pope by the conclave on 2 March 1939, his 63rd birthday.  He was the first Secretary of State to become pope since Clement IX in 1667.  

· Reigned as Pope 1939 to 1958. 
· Only popes in 20th Century to exercise Papal Infallibility by issuing a dogmatic definition (on the assumption of Mary, in 1950). 
· He worked to promote peace and protect the Church during a turbulent time of war
· Eliminated the Italian majority in the College of Cardinals. 
· During the war, Pope Pius XII followed a policy of public neutrality mirroring that of Pope Benedict XV during the First World War. 
· As the war was approaching its end in 1945, Pius XII advocated a lenient policy by the Allied leaders for the vanquished in an effort to prevent the mistakes made at the end of World War I. He attempted to negotiate an early German and Japanese surrender, but his initiatives failed.


· Though the Pope actually did speak out, e.g., in his Christmas message of 1942, he did so in a careful manner. 
· Public condemnation of Hitler and Nazism would have achieved little of practical benefit, given that his condemnation could effectively be censored and so unknown to German Catholics (who in any case had been told as early as the early 1930s by the German Roman Catholic hierarchy that Nazism and Catholicism were incompatible). 
· Pius argued that had he condemned Nazism more aggressively, the result would have been reprisals within Germany and countries occupied by her, making the Church's efforts against Nazi policies at the parish level difficult. Indeed such a reprisal occurred, when the Dutch bishops protested against the deportation of the country's Jewish population. The occupants retaliated by singling out Jewish converts to the Church for deportation, the most notable example being Edith Stein. 
· When he made public statements about the persecution of the church in Poland, the Polish prelates specifically begged him not o do it anymore.  

· Accordingly, the Pope mostly concentrated on practical measures, such as hiding Jews in convents. Also an "underground railroad" of secret escape routes had been set up by prominent Catholics such as Monsignor Hugh O'Flaherty, who operated under the tacit, if not implicit, approval of Pope Pius XII (as portrayed in the 1983 TV-movie "The Scarlet And The Black").


· Although today's press generally vilifies Pius XII for not condemning Nazism explicitly enough, the New York Times in its Christmas editorials of 1941 and 1942 praised Pius XII for his moral leadership as a "lonely voice crying out of the silence of a continent" and for, among other things, assailing "the violent occupation of territory, and the exile and persecution of human beings, for no other reason than race." On Christmas Day, 1941, during perhaps the lowest point of the war, the New York Times opined: "The voice of Pius XII is a lonely voice in the silence and darkness enveloping Europe this Christmas.... He is about the only ruler left on the Continent of Europe who dares to raise his voice at all." Time Magazine also credited Pius XII and the Catholic Church for "fighting totalitarianism more knowingly, devoutly, and authoritatively, and for a longer time, than any other organized power" (Time, 16 August 1943). 


· It is estimated that at a bare minimum 300,000 Jews were saved through the direct, but covert activities of the Vatican during World War II. World War II historian Martin Gilbert places the number at 800,000. Rabbi Pinchas Lapide, a former Israeli diplomat, credited Pius XII and the Catholic Church with saving 860,000 Jews. "It’s a big number, to be sure," says columnist Sidney Zion in the March 16, 2000 Houston Chronicle, "but even if we halve it and then subtract by two, we have more Jews saved by the Vatican than by the Allies." Indeed, the Vatican is credited with saving more Jews from the Holocaust than all the allied forces combined. The United States turned away boats of Jewish refugees and England did not take many refugees either. After the war had ended, Pius XII was praised by numerous Jewish organizations who had first-hand knowledge of his prudent and heroic actions in saving the lives of Jews. The head rabbi of Rome (Israel Zolli) converted to Catholicism, citing as his reason Pius XII's witness to religious fraternity.


· Adolf Hitler said "[Pius XII] is the only human being who has always contradicted me and who has never obeyed me." 


· Joseph Goebbels 26 March 1942 diary entry reads, "It's a dirty, low thing to do for the Catholic Church to continue its subversive activity in every way possible and now even to extend its propaganda to Protestant children evacuated from the regions threatened by air raids. Next to the Jews these politico-divines are about the most loathsome riffraff that we are still sheltering in the Reich. The time will come after the war for an over-all solution of this problem."  The Nazis themselves were vehemently outraged by the what they called Pius' "anti-Nazi, pro-Jewish stance", and criticized him because of it. 


· To cite another of numerous documented examples, in response to Pius XII's famous Christmas broadcast of 1942-which clearly condemned the Nazi slaughter of the Jews, German war documents reveal the furor Pius XII's words aroused within Nazi ranks: "In a manner never known before...the Pope has repudiated the National Socialist New European Order. His radio allocution was a masterpiece of clerical falsification of the National Socialist world-view....His speech is one long attack on everything we [the Nazis] stand for....God, [Pius XII] says, regards all peoples and races as worthy of the same consideration. Here he is clearly speaking on behalf of Jews....That this speech is directed exclusively against the New Order in Europe as seen in National Socialism is clear in the papal statement that mankind owes a debt to "all who during the war have lost their Fatherland and who, although personally blameless, have simply on account of their nationality and origin, been killed or reduced to utter distinction." Here he is virtually accusing the German people of injustice toward the Jews, and makes himself the mouthpiece of the Jewish war criminals"


· So troubling was Pius XII's anti-Nazi activities, Hitler had formalized plans to kidnap Pius XII and replace him with a puppet pacacy that would not give Nazism any resistance. One of the more recent confirmations of this plot was reported in the Italian newspaper Avvenire which suggested that Hitler ordered SS General Karl Wolff, a senior occupation officer in Italy, to kidnap Pius. According to this account, Wolff put on civilian clothes and visited the Vatican to warn him.


· Pope Pius XII's memory had to endure criticism years after his death, started by Rolf Hochhuth's 1963 controversial fictional drama Der Stellvertreter, Ein christliches Trauerspiel (The Deputy, a Christian tragedy), which (as noted by John Cornwell in his book 1999 Hitler's Pope) falsely portrayed Pope Pius XII as a money-grabbing hypocrite who remained silent to the Holocaust. 
· His critics in this regard include John Cornwell (writer) in the book Hitler's Pope.  This book has been thoroughly attacked as shallow and poorly researched.  
· The author claims to have started his research expecting to exonerate Pius XII from charges of anti-Semitism; this is a transparent lie.  He was blatantly anti-Pius and anti-Church hierarchy for years before.  His position is that of someone who supports modernism and sees no reason for the Church to maintain its traditional attitudes on morality.  The book is consistently sarcastic, not scholarly,  and systematically cites only the sources that support its thesis.  
· See rebuttal in The Myth of Hitler’s Pope, by Rabbi David G. Dalin, and elsewhere.
