KEY INTERNATIONAL EVENTS IN EUGENICS
LEADING TO NAZI GENOCIDE
1809, France:  Jean-Baptiste Lamarck, Philosophie Zoologique:  first scientific treatment of inherited characteristics.  (Lamarck invented the word biology.) 

1850's -1860's, mainly England, France:  Much discussion of whether, and how, species develop and evolve.  

1859, England:  Charles Darwin: The Origin of Species:  principles of natural selection.  First explanation of genetics that became well-known outside purely scientific circles.   Darwin did not argue for eugenics out of concern for the social/moral implications, but hinted that it was a possibility.  
1866, Germany:  Gregor Mendel publishes explanation of cross-breeding and deterministic genetics; significance not widely recognized until late in the century.  

1869, England:  Heredity Genius by Sir Francis Galton, amateur British scientist and cousin of Charles Darwin.  (Their common grandfather Erasmus Darwin was actually one of the first evolution theorists.  Galton also devised the first weather maps and the first system for cataloging fingerprints.)  Followed the lives of accomplished men from what he considered good families. These good families, Galton claimed, were more likely to produce intelligent and talented offspring.  Concluded that it was possible to produce "a highly gifted race of men" by the process of selective breeding, which he later termed "positive" eugenics.  "If a twentieth part of the cost and pains were spent in measures for the improvement of the human race that is spent on the improvement of the breed of horses and cattle, what a galaxy of genius might we not create!"  Discouraging the reproduction of "undesirables" was subsequently termed "negative" eugenics.  (For some this is all "positive," and only the forced prevention of undesirables breeding is "negative.")  
1883, England:  Galton coined the term eugenics.  His beliefs included Government compulsion "to prevent the free propagation of the stock of those who are seriously afflicted by lunacy, feeble-mindedness, habitual criminality, and pauperism."  This compulsion might include "seclusion, or other ways yet to be devised that are consistent with a humane and well-informed public opinion."  "I cannot doubt that our democracy will ultimately refuse consent to that liberty of propagating children which is now allowed to the undesirable classes, but the populace has yet to be taught the true state of these things. A democracy cannot endure unless it be composed of able citizens; therefore it must in self-defence withstand the free introduction of degenerate stock."   Galton was vocally anti-religious.  
1875, USA: The Jukes: A Study in Crime, Pauperism, Disease, and Heredity by Richard Dugdale, amateur sociologist. After years of interviews in NY jails, Dugdale identified 709 individuals descended from a Dutch immigrant named Max. Dugdale renamed the family "The Jukes" and followed them "with more or less exactness through five generations." Dugdale concluded that crime, poverty, and prostitution were hereditary characteristics.  He made a fairly serious attempt to correct for environmental factors, but many later studies followed his that did not.  Most focused on backwoods Appalachian families.  
1870's-forward, USA: Anti-miscegenation laws.  30 states had such laws; 16 of them stayed on the books until Supreme Court banned them in 1967.  Aside from racial prejudice, these laws were also supported by pseudo-scientific belief that they prevented the degeneration of the races that came with hybridization.  
1895, England:  The Time Machine published, graphically illustrating risks of humanity degrading over centuries.  (But cf. The Island of Dr. Moreau, 1896.) 
1901, USA: Rockefeller Institute founded; then Cold Spring Harbor laboratory, performed eugenics research and later drafted "racial hygiene" laws.  

1902, England, USA:  HG Wells published articles in Cosmopolitan which in 1903 became the book, Mankind in the Making. Describes how his new "scientific government" would restrict the sort of parents he disliked, stripping them of most of the benefits of parenthood in an effort to force down their birthrates.  (Note that CS Lewis, Aldous Huxley and John Wyndham wrote cautionary stories about the dangers of this kind of thinking.)  


Many Victorian thinkers supported the ideas of the Eugenics Society, including HG Wells, GB Shaw, and their Fabian Society (intellectual socialist group interested in development of socialism by gradual rather than revolutionary means; influential in formation of Labour Party).  Racism was often part of this thinking, sometimes explicitly.  In 1904, Wells wrote: "And for the rest — those swarms of black and brown and yellow people who do not come into the new needs of efficiency? Well, the world is a world, not a charitable institution, and I take it they will have to go. The whole tenor and meaning of the world, as I see it, is that they have to go. So far as they fail to develop sane, vigorous, and distinctive personalities for the great world of the future, it is their portion to die out and disappear." 
Note that "Wellsian" and "Shavian" were common adjectives in England as late as the 1930's for those who believed in ruthless means to improve the race.  
1903, USA:  American Breeders Association formed.  Studied improvement of all species, animal or vegetable.  
1904, USA: Andrew Carnegie established the Station for Experimental Evolution in Washington, for the study of "hybridized" peoples" or racial mixtures (then wrongly believed to lead to degeneration).  

At this time masturbation was presented in medical schools as the first biological theory of the cause of degeneracy. Fear of degeneracy through masturbation led Harry Clay Sharp, a prison physician in Jeffersonville, Indiana, to carry out vasectomies on prisoners beginning in 1899. 
1905, Germany:  Dr Alfred Ploetz founds the Society for Racial Hygiene. The whites, especially the Aryans and Nordic races, were much superior to blacks and Jews. Society must cease to pander to the physically or mentally weak. "The mentally ill should not breed with the non-mentally ill" – meaning in part the inferior races, not necessarily those actually diagnosable with any mental disease or defect.  

1907, England:  Galton founded Eugenics Society; later renamed the Galton Society.  Leader after Galton, up to 1928, was Maj Leonard Darwin, son of Charles.  He advocated negative eugenics by segregation of the unfit and preventing them from breeding.  One of his supporters in this was Winston Churchill.  Many illustrious members; John Maynard Keynes was VP then a Director, from 1937 to 1944.  

1907, USA:  1907, Eugenics section of the American Breeders Association organized.  

1907, USA:  Advocacy of Sharp (above) and other doctors led to an Indiana law mandating compulsory sterilization of "degenerates."  The law extended to cover all "wards of the state," and those "maintained wholly or in part by public expense," to include "feebleminded, insane, criminalistic, epileptic, inebriate, diseased, blind, deaf; deformed; and dependent." Also included on the list were "orphans, ne'er-do-wells, tramps, the homeless and paupers." 

1909, USA:  California enacted a similar law. California made it legal for state officials to "asexualize" those considered feeble-minded, prisoners exhibiting sexual or moral perversions, and anyone with more than three criminal convictions.  Under the term "asexualization" instead of "sterilization," California's law went beyond ordering vasectomies in men or tubal ligations in women, and made compulsory castration and hysterectomy available options.  

Later study of this history by Lombardo:  "If you look at the numbers of people from 1909 through 1950 sterilized in California, it's something on the order of 19,000, evenly split between men and women. . . . My guess would be most of those were not castration but were vasectomies or tubal ligations, which are a lot cheaper, faster and safer."  California intellectuals, including Stanford's David Starr Jordan and Louis Terman (of the IQ test) were leading supporters of the movement. 

1909, USA:  George Herbert Walker and Prescott Bush, along with Mary Harriman, widow of E.B. and mother of Averell, gave $11 million to create the Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory, then for eugenics study.   (When I went there later it wasn't.)  
1911, USA:  John Foster Dulles (as a young man, later Secretary of State) summed up eugenics, saying that by eliminating “the weakest members of the population” a purer race could be created. 
1912, England:  First International Eugenics Congress.  In 1911, in preparation for this Congress, the American Breeders Association Eugenics Section held a series of meetings.  Agenda of the second meeting was to plan a comprehensive survey and study to determine “practical means for cutting off the defective germ plasm in the American Population.” 
1913, England:  The Insidious Dr. Fu-Manchu.  Leading exponent of "the yellow peril," fear that Chinese would out-breed and supplant the white race.  

1920, USA:  Beginning in Kansas, state fairs begin featuring "Fitter Families" contests.  Families had to show their pedigree and take physical and mental tests – and a Wasserman test (for syphilis).  

1921, USA:  Margaret Sanger founds American Birth Control League, with the slogan:  "Birth  Control:  to create a race of thoroughbreds."  Freeing women from the burden of unwanted children was not the only initial motivation.  
1921, USA:  Second International Congress of Eugenics, at Museum of Natural History.  Henry Fairfield Osborn, Director of the Museum and noted paleontologist was President of the Congress. Major participants: Alexander Graham Bell,  honorary President; future President Herbert Hoover; conservationist and future Governor of Pennsylvania, Gifford Pinchot; and Leonard Darwin, son of Charles Darwin.  Madison Grant, New York lawyer, and author of The Passing of the Great Race was Treasurer.  Lothrop Stoddard, popular writer and author of The Rising Tide of Color Against White World Supremacy (New York 1920), was in charge of publicity.  Resulted in formation of American Eugenics Society.  
1922, Germany:  Professors Binding, lawyer, and Hoche, psychiatrist, published book entitled: "Permitting the Destruction of Life not worth Living."  The Weimar Constitution did not allow involuntary sterilization or other alterations to people; Social Darwinistic scientists and their followers saw this as a threat to the nation.  Binding and Hoche argued that the mentally ill, the handicapped and the chronically ill were a burden to themselves and to society; if they could be painlessly eliminated, the State could use its resources much more productively.  
1922, USA:  Margaret Sanger's "The Pivot of Civilization":  


"there is sufficient evidence to lead us to believe that the so-called 'borderline cases' are a greater menace than the out-and-out "defective delinquents" who can be supervised, controlled and prevented from procreating their kind."


"The emergency problem of segregation and sterilization must be faced immediately. Every feeble-minded girl or woman of the hereditary type, especially of the moron class, should be segregated during the reproductive period. . . we prefer the policy of immediate sterilization, of making sure that parenthood is absolutely prohibited to the feeble-minded."
1923, USA:  Formation of American Eugenics Society.  Major organizer was Norwegian Jon Alfred Mjoen.  He had been largely discredited as a scientist in Norway but was an influential member of its Liberal party.  His principal concern was race mixing.  
Note that there were similar societies in much of Northern Europe.  

1923, Germany:  Fritz Lenz, German physician who became a leading ideologue in the Nazi racial purification program, complained bitterly that Germany under the Weimar Constitution was falling far behind America in the all-important field of eugenics.  Lenz complained that provisions in the Weimar Constitution (prohibiting the infliction of bodily alterations on human beings) prevented widespread use of vasectomy techniques; that Germany had nothing to match the eugenics research institutions in England and the United States (for instance, that at Cold Spring Harbor).  
1924, USA:  Virginia passed sterilization laws in an effort to ease the tax burden placed on the state by wards of insane asylums and prisons.  
1927, USA:  Virginia's law upheld by US Supreme Court in Buck v. Bell:

"We have seen more than once that the public welfare may call upon the best citizens for their lives. It would be strange if it could not call upon those who already sap the strength of the State for these lesser sacrifices, often not felt to be such by those concerned, in order to prevent our being swamped with incompetence. It is better for all the world, if instead of waiting to execute degenerate offspring for crime, or to let them starve for their imbecility, society can prevent those who are manifestly unfit from continuing their kind. The principle that sustains compulsory vaccination is broad enough to cover cutting the Fallopian tubes. Three generations of imbeciles are enough." 
Before the German program began, at least seventeen U.S. states (including California) had 'forced sterilization' laws.  Before 1930 there were 200-600 forced sterilizations per year (in the U.S.A.) but in the 1930s the rate jumped to 2,000-4,000 per year. 

1928, Germany/USA:  Germany’s Kaiser Wilhelm Institute for Eugenics, Anthropology and Human Heredity was created. Run by Ernst Rudin, Hitler’s foremost “racial hygienist.”  The institute’s main financing came from the Rockefeller Institute.  

1929, USA:  Tuskegee experiment.  Initially sponsored by philanthropic Milbank Fund, then taken over by USPHS.  Milbank Fund had proposed to "let nature do the weeding."  When USPHS took over in 1932, Surgeon General was Dr. Hugh S. Cummings, former leading member of the American Eugenics Society.  
1930's, USA:  HG Wells, Margaret Sanger, others vigorously advocating "scientific" birth control in the US and elsewhere.   
1933, April, USA:  German psychiatrist Ernst Rudin published article in Margaret Sanger's Birth Control Review:  


The following essay is concerned only with sterilization as a voluntary practice, that is, when undertaken with the consent of the patient himself or his statutory guardians . . . .

My experience has led me to the conclusion that systematic and careful propaganda should be undertaken where sterilization is advisable. Such propaganda should, of course, be gradual and should be directed in the first instance at the medical directors in institutions and schools, medical officers of health, and finally at private practitioners. 
1933, May-July, Germany:  "Expert Committee on Questions of Population and Racial Policy."  The committee brought together the elite of Nazi racial theory.  On July 14, 1933 this committee's recommendations were made law ("Law for the Prevention of Genetically Diseased Offspring"); the implementation date was 1 Jan 1934.  

Ernst Rudin says, in an address to the German Society for Rassenhygiene [Race-hygiene]: "The significance of Rassenhygiene did not become evident to all aware Germans until the political activity of Adolf Hitler, and only through his work has our 30 year long dream of translating Rassenhygiene into action finally become a reality."  Further:  "We can hardly express our efforts more plainly or appropriately than in the words of the Führer: 'Whoever is not physically or mentally fit must not pass on his defects to his children. The state must take care that only the fit produce children. Conversely, it must be regarded as reprehensible to withhold healthy children from the state."  

1938, Germany:  Professor Catel (Neurology and Psychiatry at Leipzig), a euthanasist, urged Hitler to allow the "mercy-killing" of a mentally defective and disabled blind child. Hitler sent his physician, Profesor Karl Brandt, to Leipzig, and the two doctors put the child to sleep.  Several months later the Führer signed this order:


"Reichsleader Bouhler and Dr. Brandt M.D. are charged with the responsibility of enlarging the authority of certain physicians to be designated by name in such a manner that persons who according to human judgment upon most careful diagnosis of their condition of sickness can be accorded a mercy death." 

This was "Operation T-4" (named for the address of its HQ).  Under very tight secrecy, a panel of psychiatrists was set up, to which every mental institution in Germany and Austria had to submit diagnoses of its patients. These were rapidly processed. Those whose lives were deemed not worth living, were gradually transferred to special institutions - killing centers.  Death chambers had been prepared in these buildings disguised as showers and crematoria. There appear to have been six principal death institutes - Grafeneck, Hadamar, Hartheim (in Austria), Brandenberg, Bernberg, and Sonnenstein.

1941, Germany:  Hitler officially ends the T-4 program.  By this time in excess of 70,000 patients killed by injection and gas.  Gas chambers were relocated to extermination camps in Poland.  Numerous T-4 personnel became concentration camp commandants and executioners.  


When T-4 program dismantled, Hitler's regime instituted a propaganda program to persuade doctors and other members of the public that it was a moral duty to take matters into their own hands.  Killing became part of hospital routine as infants, children, and adults were put to death by starvation, poisoning, and injections.  The medical murder program was not only a prelude to the murder of six million Jews (the first thousands of whom died in the "euthanasia" program) but also continued for nearly two years after the war ended, as it was viewed as a medical policy of worldwide psychiatry and not simply a part of National Socialism.


Something on order of 250,000 psychiatric inmates and people with disabilities perished at the hands of German psychiatrists and pediatricians between 1939 and 1947 in formal institutions other than the death camps.  
Both before and after the war, the American birth control movement continued to support Ernst Rudin's policies.  Lothrop Stoddard claimed that when the Nazis came to power, they started to increase "both the size and the quality of the population."  (Remember his 1920 book The Rising Tide of Color Against White Supremacy.)  They coupled initiatives designed to encourage "sound" citizens to reproduce with a "drastic curb of the defective elements."  Stoddard personally witnessed how the Nazis were "weeding out the worst strains in the Germanic stock in a scientific and truly humanitarian way."  
Margaret Sanger made Lothrop Stoddard a board member of the Birth Control League.  It was later renamed Planned Parenthood because of its known ties to Nazi figures.  
1955, USA:  Virginia Supreme Court of Appeals upholds anti-miscegenation law as serving legitimate purposes, including: "to preserve the racial integrity of its citizens," and to prevent "the corruption of blood," "a mongrel breed of citizens," and "the obliteration of racial pride."
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