Comparative religion
The first session will be a general discussion of what religions are and what characteristics we would expect most or all of them to have in common.  We plan to draw up an outline of characteristics we will look for when we study individual religions.  We will then go on to structured one-week sessions on major world religions, such as Christianity, Islam, Buddhism, Judaism, Hindu, Chinese traditional religion, etc., each presented by a different person, trying to compare them on a reasonably consistent basis.  At some point we will look at significant distinctions within Christianity, though probably not only a single sect per week.  Start thinking about what religion you would like to research, just enough to lead a 45-minute group discussion.  
 

A few online starting points for research:  
· Adherents.com:  Huge listing of religions by faith grouping and geography.  Lots of well-described statistics:  http://www.adherents.com/index.html
· Concise Dictionary of Religion:  http://www.acs.ucalgary.ca/~nurelweb/concise/WORDS-R.html
· A Journalist's Online Glossary of Religion:  http://www.toad.net/~andrews/jhandbook.html
· Religion in the United States:  http://www.bsu.edu/web/jcorbett/relig/states.htm
· BBC guide to World Religions:  http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/people/features/world_religions/
· Wikipedia article on Major World Religions:  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Religions
And some print sources (there are lots more in the libraries):  
· How the Great Religions Began, by Joseph Gaer.  

· What the Great Religions Believe, by Joseph Gaer.  

· Religions of the World, by Lewis Hopfe and Mark Woodward 

· Why do Catholics Do That?, by Kevin Orlin Johnson

· The Jewish Book of Why, by Alfred J. Kolatch

· Unveiling Islam, by Roger Du Pasquier

Major Religions of the World
Ranked by Number of Adherents

(Sizes shown are approximate estimates) 

1. Christianity: 2.1 billion

2. Islam: 1.3 billion

3. Secular/Nonreligious/Agnostic/Atheist: 1.1 billion

4. Hinduism: 900 million

5. Chinese traditional religion: 394 million

6. Buddhism: 376 million

7. primal-indigenous: 300 million

8. African Traditional & Diasporic: 100 million

9. Sikhism: 23 million

10. Juche: 19 million

11. Spiritism: 15 million

12. Judaism: 14 million

13. Baha'i: 7 million

14. Jainism: 4.2 million

15. Shinto: 4 million

16. Cao Dai: 4 million

17. Zoroastrianism: 2.6 million

18. Tenrikyo: 2 million

19. Neo-Paganism: 1 million

20. Unitarian-Universalism: 800 thousand

21. Rastafarianism: 600 thousand



The Classical World Religions List

There are twelve classical world religions. This is the list of religions described most often in surveys of the subject, and studied in World Religion classes (some of them more for historical rather than contemporary reasons): 

· Baha'i 

· Buddhism 

· Christianity 

· Confucianism 

· Hinduism 

· Islam 

· Jainism 

· Judaism 

· Shinto 

· Sikhism 

· Taoism 

· Zoroastrianism 

