Christian Science
(The Church of Christ, Scientist)
Church based on the doctrine of the efficacy of spiritual healing. It is directly based on the interpretation of the Bible by Mary Baker Eddy (1821-1910), in her book Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures (1875).  The Church of Christ, Scientist was founded in 1879 and is headquartered in Boston.  
Eddy was born in New Hampshire in a Congregationalist family.  She was a sickly child and eventually rebelled against the Calvinist doctrine of predestination.  As an adult, she had a son, but was widowed early and had to give him up because she was too sickly to care for him.  She had a second husband, but he deserted her.  
She fell under the care of a faith healer; she believed that the method of healing must have been that used by Jesus Christ to heal the cases documented in the New Testament.  When he died, she studied the Bible in hopes of rediscovering his methods.  

Teachings:  

· God and God's creation are entirely good and spiritual, and that God has made all things in His likeness. 


· The spiritual being who appears as an individual human being is the reflection or expression of wholly good and perfect God, and therefore is perfect. 


· God loves every individual, because God is the Creator of all.

· The material world is an illusion or error, due to a misperception of the true spiritual world.  The reality of being and of all existence is spiritual, not material.  Such misperception can be changed by reorientation of thought, or prayer in Christian Science terms. Thus the illusion can be dispelled, revealing the present spiritual reality. The result is healing.


· The healing of sin is more important than the healing of physical disease; prayer and the moral regeneration of one's life go hand-in-hand.


· Prayer, from the Christian Science perspective, is not a request for divine intercession but a means and process of learning more of God's spiritual reality.  The purpose is "awakening mortal thought" to spiritual truth. 


· The effect of this spiritualization of thought is healing, -- physical, emotional, and otherwise. True health care is not attempted through drugs, surgery, or other physical manipulation, but through "Christian Science treatment." 

· Aging and death are not inevitable; they can be overcome with the defeat of sin or "mortal mind."  This is what Jesus accomplished.  Birth and death are illusions, since the material body is considered an illusion. 
· "Evil is a negation, because it is the absence of truth. It is nothing, because it is the absence of something. It is unreal, because it presupposes the absence of God, the omnipotent and omnipresent. Every mortal must learn that there is neither power nor reality in evil." (S&H 186:12-15)  This statement should not be taken that Christian Scientists ignore the belief of evil, but they do not see evil as either an aspect of God or a power separate from God. It is not "real" but an illusion of the absence of God and His goodness.  God does not directly punish evil-doers; but that any thought or action that would be contrary to our God-given goodness results in some kind of suffering.


· Christian Scientists are not Creationists or biblical literalists - they regard the Bible as often having symbolic rather than literal meaning. They do not as a matter of doctrine reject Evolution, nor most sciences – only healing.  Other sciences are not "true," but only relevant to the illusory, material world.  


· God is both Father and Mother, in the sense that He is characterized by qualities traditionally considered feminine as well as by those traditionally considered masculine. 
· They reject substitutionary atonement and of Hell as a place of eternal punishment; but they accept the Virgin Birth, and the Resurrection of Jesus.


· Christ was "The divine manifestation of God, which comes to the flesh to destroy incarnate error." Jesus, the son of God embodied the Christ to such a degree that he, and he alone will carry the title Christ, but as a corporeal being he was not the totality of the Christ.
Practices: 

Church services consist of readings from the Bible and from Eddy’s book, discussion and prayer.  

There is no clergy.  Christian Science “practitioners” practice healing through prayer.  They are self-employed and charge (negotiated) fees.  

Context:  
Events of 1879:  

Zulu wars (England-South Africa) 

First Woolworth’s Albert Einstein born 

Women allowed to argue cases before the Supreme Court

Saccharin invented 

Incandescent light bulb invented 

Developments related to disease:  

Successful surgery for wide range of problems practiced as early as 600 BC in India, anesthesia dates to 2d century AD in China.

Avicenna (Ibn Sina) demonstrated contagion by drinking water and value of quarantine, developed clinical trials, and understood concept of viral organisms about 1000 AD.  He also developed useful cardiac drugs and explained the causes of numerous specific diseases.  

Anton van Leeuwenhoek observed microorganisms 1676

Germ theory of disease stated by Agostino Bassi 1835 

Cholera outbreak in London traced to contaminated water 1854 

Louis Pasteur demonstrated transmission of disease by organisms 1864 

Robert Koch demonstrated that cholera was caused by specific bacteria 1875 

Robert Lister published principles of antiseptic surgery 1867.  
