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Comparative Religion Outline

What do we mean by a religion?  What does it typically provide?

1. One or more non-human Supreme Being
a. What are its characteristics (physical and non-physical)? 

b. Is there one, or more than one? 

c. Does the Supreme Being have specific individuality or personality? 

d. Is it: 

i. Omnipotent

ii. Omnipresent

iii. Omniscient?

e. How clear is the division between divine and mortal?  

f. How did/do humans discover the Supreme Being?  

g. Can humans communicate with the Supreme Being?  

h. Does God communicate with humans?  How?  

i. Is the divinity: 

i. The source of both good and evil? 

ii. The source of other rules? 
j. Is there also one or more specific (personal) evil force?  


2. What is the origin of the religion?  Is there any secret or disagreement about it?  
 

3. Nature of Man

a. Is there a concept of a soul?

b. Is there life after death? 

i. If so, is it eternal, or what?  

ii. Does it involve reward and punishment? 

c. Is there any form of immortality; reincarnation; annihilation?  

d. Is there a concept of salvation (i.e. by God)?  If so, how do you get it?  


4. Are there other "people" that are more than mere humans? 
a. Prophets

b. Saints

c. Parents or children of God 

d. Lesser divinities (angels, demigods)

5. Are there "sacraments" or something like it?  (I.e., important rituals and rites of passage.)  

a. Required worship practices 

b. Coming of age

c. Holy Orders or equivalent 

d. Religious garments dress, symbols 
e. Holidays

i. Are they a major part of the religion?  

ii. Do they tell stories?  

iii. Are they essentially religious/moral, historical, other?  


6. Holy book or books 

a. Does it (do they) have a divine source?  (If written by man, are they divinely inspired?) 

b. What are they about?  

i. Origin story, other more or less mythic events

ii. Human history

iii. Theology 

iv. Explicit rules of behavior 
c. Is it to be taken literally?  Is there a tradition (or more than one tradition) of interpretation?  


7. Does it provide a system of morality? 
a. Broad ethical precepts

b. Detailed rules of acceptable conduct in daily life

i. Sex and marriage

ii. Greed and charity

iii. Violence and peace

c. Does it dictate choices such as career, marriage, diet? 

d. What is the source of the above (holy book, leaders, tradition, etc.)?  

8. Prayer 

a. Group or private

b. Formalized or independent

c. Praise, supplication, other 

9. Relationship to daily life

a. Politics

b. Business

